Dog meat has become an important source of Trichinella infection for humans in China. The first documented outbreak of human trichinellosis resulting from the consumption of dog meat occurred in China in 1974. Until 1999, the outbreaks with this source of infection occurred mostly in Northeast of China (81 cases in five outbreaks in Jilin and two in Liaoning), Beijing (six cases) and Henan provinces (two cases). The epidemiological surveys were performed in nine Provinces or Autonomous Regions of China among 19,662 dogs samples. Dogs trichinellosis prevalence ranged from 7 % in Henan to 39.5 % in Heilongjiang, with an overall prevalence of 21.1 %. Based on random amplified polymorphic DNA fingerprint (RAPD), some dog isolates of Heilonjiang and Jilin provinces were recently identified as Trichinella nativa, suggesting that this parasite is widely distributed among dogs in Northeast of China, while Trichinella spiralis in swine appears to be a common parasite throughout China. Since the Trichinella larvae in dog meat is resistant to freezing, caution should be paid to the consumption of dog meat even if it had been frozen.
richinellosis is an important public health problem Tin China. Since the first patient with trichinellosis was reported in Xizang (Tibet) Autonomous Region (Huang, 1965) , many outbreaks and sporadic cases have been reported in this country (Cud et al., 1997; Wang et al., 1997) . Only in Yunnan province in Southwest of China, 442 outbreaks of trichinellosis, with 20,334 cases and 217 deaths, were recorded from 1964 to 1999 (Pang et al, 1999) . The majority of cases were caused by the ingestion of raw or inadequately cooked pork products (Wang et al., 1998 (Table II) . Dog meats sold at markets showed similar rates of infection. In Kunming city of Yunnan province 102 dog meats were examined for Trichichella larvae and four (3.9 %) were infected (Zhang, 1985) . The prevalence of canine trichinellosis differs widely in the different areas, even in the same province. The prevalence in Heilongjiang province varies from 9 % to 61.8 %, as determined by microscopical examination of 30 g diaphragm muscle of dog carcasses (Yang et al., 1997; Zhou et al., 1990 dogs become infected by uncooked scraps from hunted polar bear and walrus, but scavenging of other dog carcasses can play an important role in the epidemiology (Kapel et al., 1996) .
Trichinella larvae present in dog meat from the Northeast of China was resistant to freezing in most cases.
One outbreak of trichinellosis (nine cases) occurred in Jilin in 1987 and was due to dog meat frozen outdoors from -15° C to -22° C for 11-39 days (Jiang et al., 1989) . Under laboratory condition, the isolates of Trichinella from dogs of Heilongjiang survived at -15° C for 12 months or at -25° C for 16 days, while the isolates of Trichinella from swine of Henan (central China) died at -15° C for 12 months or at -25° C within nine days (Xu, Cui et al., 1997) . This suggest that T. nativa is a predominant species in dogs in the Northeast of China since their main biological characteristic is the resistance to freezing (Pozio & La Rosa, 1991 
